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County Commissions are composed of three people who make important decisions about taxes, land use, garbage collection, recreation, flood control, fire departments, law enforcement, etc.  Commissioners are elected and are very careful not to offend voters. They want more business and industry in the county because it means more taxes to support county government projects.   
The White Oak County Commission is in favor of the new mine but they also don’t want to lose the votes of the twenty families living in hollows of White Oak Mountain.  The commissioners own lots of land in the county and one of them, Emery Wilkerson, sold a three hundred acre farm on White Oak Mountain to Almost Heaven Coal Company.
The commission claims that the mining industry provides West Virginia’s biggest tax revenue.
They plan to use the land flattened by the mine to build a recreation center.  
A White Oak County Commissioner, said the area doesn't have any other way to support itself except for coal."If the mining process is stopped or impeded, White Oak County would suffer devastating consequences, The county commission is not saying coal mining is perfect. But we cannot lessen the degree of dependence on coal that currently exists."
If coal companies must stop using such mining methods as mountaintop removal and valley fills, the commissioners claim that airport construction, highway construction and superstore construction should be stopped because they all involve mountain top removal and valley fills.
Construction of Yeager Airport in Charleston was one of the largest mountaintop removal and valley fill projects of its kind when it was built.
He also said construction along U.S. 19 produced a valley fill up to 100 feet deep and 4,428 feet long at Powells Mountain.
The White Oak Mountain is in an isolated area effecting only twenty families.
Commissioners claim, "It's not as detrimental as environmentalists will tell you." They see the people in Citizens To Save White Oak Mountain as being misled by the environmentalists.
County Commission President

Letter to the Editor of White Oak County newspaper.

Dear Editor
I am a county commissioner and I also work for Stagger Coal Machinery Company. I have loyalty and pride, being employed by a coal support company, but no one tells me what to say.  We are much more professional than the members of the environmental organizations operating in WV.
Years ago, we were going off to basic training at Fort Knox, while others were going to Canada to avoid the draft.  After being in the service, we came home to work on our fathers' farms, raising corn and tobacco, while others were raising marijuana.  Upon finding a job and working hard, we received a pay check while others received a welfare check.
We worked hard day after day because we were taught that the world owed us nothing.  While others protested, demanding society freely give them everything, at no charge.  We were called hicks and hillbillies-they were called hippies and flower children.
Thirty years later, these social lines are still drawn.  All people have the right to their own views and opinions, but likewise all people have the right to work, prosper and support their families.  And yes, we have the responsibility very seriously.  But, on the other hand, a small minority of people do not have the legal or moral right to direct the majority of the people and their actions.
I believe we have a breakdown of communication between these two groups I believe all those who oppose mountain top removal should visit a present day operation.  And, likewise, I believe every coal miner support employee and anyone connected to the coal mining industry should immediately join and be a voting member of the West Virginians for the Environment, the Sierra Club, or any other environmental organizations operating within  the state.  These organizations are of non-profit status, and open membership is guaranteed by state and federal laws.
Let's all get involved, let the voice of the majority rule, no justice, no peace.  Our great state of West Virginia belongs to us, the people, not out of state environmental extremists.  We can and will make a difference.

Doug Wallace

Employee of Stagger Coal Machinery Co., White Oak County Commissioner, and a true, W.Va. Hillbilly
