FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: [TODAY’S DATE]
Contact: YOUR NAME, YOUR PHONE # 

America’s Appalachian Mountains At Risk 

Citizens from [INSERT YOUR CITY, STATE] Travel to DC to Lobby Congress About Destruction of America’s Mountains 

[INSERT YOUR CITY, STATE] – Recently, citizens from across the nation landed in Washington, D.C. to ask Congress to stop mountaintop removal coal mining once and for all. Dozens of residents from Appalachia are standing up for their land, their communities and their culture – and Americans from Massachusetts to California, including [INSERT YOUR CITY, STATE], who know they have a direct connection to mountaintop removal, are standing with them. 

Mountaintop removal coal mining is an extremely destructive form of strip mining found throughout Appalachia, with some mines as big as the island of Manhattan. Up to 1000 feet of a mountaintop is blasted off to reach thin deposits of coal. The leftover debris that used to be the mountaintop is then dumped into adjacent valleys, burying streams that feed into much of the waterway of the eastern United States. Coalfield residents say that mountaintop removal tears apart communities, poisons water supplies, pollutes the air and destroys our nation’s natural heritage – while only making the climate crisis worse. 

“For too long politicians have written off mountaintop removal coal mining as a regional issue, but today Americans from all walks of life are realizing they have a connection,” said Mary Anne Hitt, Executive Director of Appalachian Voices, one of the organizations that organized the week. “If you live east of the Mississippi, odds are some of your power comes directly from burning coal from mountaintop removal. Even if you live in California, the money you pay in your electric bill goes into the pockets of mountaintop removal coal companies.”

For Mountaintop Removal Week in Washington 2008, over 110 Americans from twenty states met with staff, Representatives, and Senators, and send a simple message: co-sponsor and pass the Clean Water Protection Act (H.R. 2169), which would outlaw the practice of “valley-fills” and is an important first step towards ending mountaintop removal coal mining. As of today, the Clean Water Protection Act has 137 [update if necessary- check on ilovemountains.org/action/write_your_rep/]co-sponsors, due to the efforts of citizens who came to DC. 
[INSERT NAME], from [INSERT CITY, STATE], is one of the many citizens who took time out of their everyday lives to support the end of what many consider the largest human rights and environmental tragedies occurring in the Unites States. [INSERT NAME] reflected on [HIS/HER] experience at the Mountaintop Removal Week in Washington, "It is truly an honor to stand with the people of Appalachia directly affected by mountaintop removal and to join my voice with theirs during lobby visits at the offices of [STATE'S] members of Congress.  Every American has a responsibility to speak out on this issue, because the Appalachian Mountains are a national treasure, and many of us are using mountaintop removal coal to power our homes." [WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO USE YOUR OWN QUOTE]
Coalfield advocates charge that mountaintop removal coal mining has had a direct impact on human health in the region, turning tap water orange and even black. Over 470 of the oldest mountains on the continent have been flattened, even as 90% of traditional deep mining jobs have been lost; communities around strip-mining have some of the highest poverty rates in America. A million acres of forest have been clear-cut, and according to EPA estimates 1200 miles of pristine headwater streams have been buried and polluted. 

“Mountaintop removal coal mining has had a devastating impact on Appalachia,” said Hitt. “Big Coal has many friends in Washington, D.C. But Americans from Appalachia and all across the country are more powerful than any special interest, and Members of Congress need to start paying attention.” 
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